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THE

JOURNAL

OF THE

FREE TRADE CONVENTION.

•

FIRST DAY.
On Friday, the thirtieth day of September, A.D. 1831, a Convention
of Delegates was held at the Musical Fund Hall, in the City of Philadelphia, in virtue of appointments made by public meetings in various
States of the Union, held in pursuance of the following notice, first
published in Philadelphia, on the 22d day of June last, viz:
" Resolved, That a Convention, for the purpose of securing the efficient co-operation of the friends of Free Trade, throughout the United
States, in procuring the repeal of the Restrictive System, be held at
the Mansion House Hotel, in the City of Philadelphia, at 10 o'clock,
on the morning of Friday, the 30th day of September next; and that
there be invited to attend the same, such citizens, from all the States
of the Union, without distinction of party, who are favorable to the object of the meeting, as may find it convenient to attend."
At 12 o'clock, the meeting was called to order by JosEPB R. EvANS,
Esq. Chairman of the Philadelphia Delegation, who nominated the
Hon. BuRWELL BASSETT, of Virginia, as Chairman to organize the
Convention; which nomination was unanimously approved.
Mr. BASSETT, having been conducted to the Chair, it was, on motion of Mr. PRESTON, of South Carolina,
Resolved, T hat the Chairman appoint a Secretary, to facilitate the
transaction of business.
Whereupon, CoNDY RAGUET, ofPennsylvania, was appointed by the
Chairman.
The Secretary then read a list of the names of the Delegates to this
Convention, as far as the same had been published in two of the Philadelphia papers, after which, various additions thereto were furnished
by the Delegates present.
The names of the Delegates present were as follows, amounting to
one hundred and fifty-one.

)
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111A1Nl::

Charles Q. Clapp.

Joshua Carpenter,
S. H. Mudge,

MASSACHUSETTS :

Henry Lee,
T. S. Pomeroy,
Samuel Swett,
Gideon Tucker,
Horatio Byington,
Theodore Sedgwick,
John L. Gardner,

George Peabody,
Pickefing Dodge,
Joseph Ropes,
Isaac Newhall,
J. W. Rogers,
Henry Williams.
NEW YORK:

Preserved Fish,
Edwin Bergh,
Jonathan Goodhue,
John A. Stevens,
John Constable,
George Griswold,

John Leonard,
Samuel P. Brown,
Thomas R. Mercein,
Isaac Carow,
James Boorman,
Benjamin L. Swan.
NEW JERSEY:

C. L. Hardenbergh,
John Bayard Kirkpatrick,

J.C. Van Dyck,
Miles C. Smith.

PENNSYLVANIA:

Joseph R. Evans,
Clement C. Biddle,
John M. Barclay,
Samuel F. Smith,
Richard Price,
John A. Brown,
Condy Raguet,
Thomas P. Copa,

George Emlen,
Edward D. Ingraham,
E. Littell,
I saac W. Norris,
H enry R. Watson,
P.H. Nicklin,
Samuel Spackman,
William Mcllhenny.
.lllAitYLAND:

Wilham W. Handy,

Arnold D. Jones.
VIRGINIA:

Philip P. Barbour,
Richard Booker,
Samuel L. Venable,
Walker Hawes,
Thomas Miller,
George C. Dromgoole,
Richard Jones,
Robert Hurt,
Malcolm Macfarland,
Burwell Bassett,

Henry E. Watkins,
James M. Garnett,
'fhomas R."Dew,
John Brockenbrough,
William G. Overton,
Randolph Harrison,
Charles Yancey,
Ferdinand W. Risque,
Thomas W. Gilmer,
H. R. Anderson,

r
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Josiah Ellis,
Alexander Gordon Knox,
James S. Brander,
Benjamin F. Dabney,
S. A. Storrow,
Charles Cocke,
Henry H. Watts,
John Dickinson,
C. D. Mcindoe,
John H. Bernard,

Charles Everett,
George M. Payne,
William Maxwell,
R. 0. Grayson,
John W. Jones,
William 0 . Goode,
William Townes,
William B. Rogers,
William P. Taylor,
Philip A. Dew.

NORTH CAROLINA :

Joseph B. Skinner,
Louis D. Wilson,
William R. Holt,
William W. Jones,
William A. Blount,
Samuel T. Sawyer,
Thomas S. Hoskins,

Charles Fisher,
J ames Iredell,
Joseph B. G. Roulhac,
Edward B. Dudley,
Joseph D. White,
David Outlaw,
Robert C. G. Hillijird.
SOUTII CAROLINA :

Zachariah P. Herndon,
F. W. Davie,
Thomas Pinckney,
William Butler,
Henry N. Cruger,
Henry C. Young,
H. A. Middleton,
W. Wilkinson,
Stephen D. Miller,
John Fraser,
Job Johnston,
John Carter,
Joseph E. Jenkins,
J. H . Glover,
Edward Richardson,
William C. Preston,

James G. Spann,
James Cuthbert,
T. D. Singleton,
Joseph W. Allston,
C. Macbeth,
A. P. Butler,
T. R. Mitchell,
Philip Tidyman,
William Pope,
James Lynah,
John D. Edwards,
Langdon Cheves,
Hugh Wilson,
T. Pinckney Alston,
William Harper,
Henry Middleton.
GJ,;ORGlA:

Eli S. Shorter,
Alexander Telfair,
Seaborn Jones,
1

Robert Habersham,
John Cumming,
John Macpherson Berrien.
ALABAMA:

John A. Elmore,
Enoch Parsons,
John W. Moore,

Benajah S. Bibb,
Alfred V. Scott,
Howell Rose.
~llSS ISSll'Pl :

George Poindexter.

6
William E. Butler,

TENNESSEE :
Alexander Patton.

The fol1owing resolution was then offered by Mr. SEDGWICK, of
Massachusetts.
Resolved, That a Committee of two persons from each State represented in this Convention, be named by the Delegation of the respective States, who shall retire and nominate a President and other officers
of this body : that the Convention shall thereupon proceed, upon receiving such nomination, to choose the same, by ballot.
A motion was then mii.de by Mr. TrnYMAN, of South Carolina, to
amend the sa~e by striking out all that follows the word "Resolved/'
and by inserting these words :
" T hat the Cbnvention do now proceed to elect, by ballot, a President
and other officers."
A division oft\ie question having been called for by Mr. POINDEXTER,
of Mississippi, the question was put by the Chairman, when there
appeared to be in favor of striking out, sixty, and against it, sixty-seven ;
so the motion was not carried.
The original resolution. of Mr. SEDGWICK being then before the
Convention, a motion was made by Mr. BmDLE, ofPennsylvania, to reconsider the vote last taken, when it was resolved to re-consider.
Mr. MILLER, of South Carolina, then moved to amead the original
resolution, so as to make it read thus" R esolved, That a Committee of one person from each State represented in this Convention, be named by the Chairman, who shall
retire and nominate a President and other officers of this body: that
the Convention shall thereupon proceed, upon receiving such nomination, to choose said officers, by ballot."
Mr. SEDGWICK agreed to modify his resolution so as to me!lt the
views of Mr. MILLER.
Mr. CHEVES, of South Carolina, suggested a motion which he would
offer, in case Mr. SEDGWICK would withdraw bis resolution; which
Mr. SEDGWICK having consented to, Mr. CHEVES offered the following
resolution:
R esolved, That this Convention will proceed to the election of a
President~ to-morrow, at 12 o'clock.
The proposition having been stated from the Chair, Mr. TmYMAN
moved to amend it, so as to make it read thusResolved, That this Convention will now proceed to the election
of a President.
On motion of Mr. A. P. BUTLER, of South Carolina, it was
R esolved, That this Convention do now adjourn, until IO o'clock
to-morrow morning.

•
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SECOND DAY.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1831.
At IO· o'clock, A. M. the Chairman called the Me,eting to order,
when the Secretary read the minutes of the preceding day.
The following Delegates appeared, and took their seats in the Convention :
·

..

.fromMassackusetts ...Edward Cruft,
William Goddard.
Rliodeisland . .William Hunter.
New York . ... John Augustine Smith, Moses H. Grinnell,
George T. Triipble,
Zebedee Ring,
Albert Gallatin,
John S. Crary.
Jacob Lorillard,
New Jersey ... H enry Clow,
John Potter,
John C. Schenck,
Henry Vethake,
Virginia ..... Linn Banks,
Williar,n H. Roane,
James Lyons,
John Talib.
James Jones,
N. Carolina ... John E. Wood.
S. Carolina .. . Daniel E. Huger,
Hugh S. Legare.
Alabama ..... P . Waters,
Henry Goldthwaite,
Ward Taylor,
Archibald P. Baldwin.
The Chairman announced that the business pending when the meeting last adjourned, ,,as an amendment proposed by Mr. TmYMAN, of
South Carolina, to a resolution offered by Mr. CHEVES, which amendment was in the following words :
"That this Convention will now proceed to the electiou of a President."
Mr. CHEVES, agreed to modify hi~ resolution in conformity with the
amendment; and the question having 'been put by the Chairman, it
was unanimously agreed to.
Mr. GALLATIN, of New York, rose and addressed the Chair qpon
the subject before the Convention, and concluded by nominating the
Hon. PnruP P. BARBOUR, of Virginia, as President of this Convention.
The motion having been seconded, and no other candidate having
been nominated, the question was put by the Chair, and Mr. BARBOUR
was unanimously elected.
The PRESIDENT having been conducted to his seat, delivered a short
address to the Convention.
Mr. SHORTER, of Georgia, then moved that Mr. CONDY RAGUET be
requested to act as Secretary of this Convention.
Mr. BASSETT, of Virginia, moved to add to the resolution these
words-" And that he be authorized to employ assistants;" which
amendment was accepted by Mr. SHORTER, as a modification of his
resolution ; and the question having been put by the President, Mr.
RAGUET was unanimously elected.

--
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Mr.

TmYMAN, of South Carolina, offered the following resolution :
R esolved, That the Members of this Convention arc highly sensible
of the polite attention and liberality of the gentlemen who compose the
Philadelphia Delegation, and do present their grateful acknowledgments to them, for having provided a spacious hall for the accommodation of the said Convention.
Which resolution was unanimously adopted.
Mr. BASSETT, of Virginia, offered the following resolution:
R esolved, That the rules of the late House of R epresentatives of
the United States, be adopted as the rules for the government of this
Convention.
Which resolution was unanimously agreed to.
On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, of Virginia,
R esolved, That the editors of newspapers be authorized, with their
stenographers, to occupy seats within the bar of the Convention, for
the facility of taking notes of its proceedings.
Mr. M1TCBELL, of South Carolina, offered the following resolutions,
having first premised that they were the same as those adopted at o.
public meeting of the citizens of .Boston, in the year 1820:
Resolved, That no objection ought ever to be made to any amount of
taxes equally apportioned and imposed for the purpose of raising revenue for the support of Government; but that taxes imposed on the people for the sole benefit of any one class of men, are equally inconsistent
with the principles of our Constitution, and with sound policy.
2. That the high bounties on such domestic manufactures as are
benefitted by the Tariff, favor great capitalists, rather than personal industry, or the owners ofsmall capitals; and that, therefore, we do..not
perceive its tendency to promote national industry.
3. That we are equally incapable ofdiscovering its beneficial effects
on agriculture, since the obvious consequence of its adoption would
be, that the farmer must give more than he now does for all he buys,
and receive less for all he sells.
4. That the imposition of duties which are enormous, and declared,
by a large portion of the people, to be unequal and unjust, is dangerous, as it encourages the practice ofsmuggling.
5. That, in the opinion of this meeting, the duties of the Tariff
should be reduced to the standard of revenue for the support of Government.
On motion of Mr. A. P. BUTLER, of South Carolina,
R esolved, That the said resolutions lie on the table.
l\fr. GALLATIN, offered the following resolution:
R esolved, That a Committee, to consist of two persons from each
State represented in this Convention, be appointed by the respective
Delegations, whose duty it shall be to report generally on the objects
to which the attention of the Convention ought to be directed, and the
best mode of accomplishing the same.
Mr. J om:s, of Georgia, moved to amend the same, by inserting between the words " Convention" and " be," these words-" and where
there is butone Delegate, ofone person, as far as relates to that State"which amendment Mr. GALLATIN accepted M a modification of his

r
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resolution; and the question having been put, the resolution was unanimously adopted.
l\Ir. CnEVEs, of South Carolina, after some remarks, intimating that
the resolution recently passed, adopting the rules of the House of Representatives as the rules of this body, might embarrass the proceedings of the Convention, mo\"ed that the said resolution be repealed.
1\fr. C11EVEs, subsequently, in consequence of some remarks (rom
Mr. GALLATIN, withdrew his motion, which was renewed by l\:lr.
GoLDTJIWAITE, of Alabama; and the question having been taken upon
it, it was
R esolved, That the said resolution be repealed.
The following resolution was then offered by Mr. GoL:OTBWAITE:
Resolved, That so much of the rules of the House of R epresentatives as relates to the introduction of resolutions and mode of debate,
be adopted as the rules of this Convention.
The question on this resolution having been taken, was decided in
the negative.
1\Ir. S,vETT, of Boston, offered the fol!O\ving resolution:
R esolved, That there be a recess of this COll\·ention for the space of
one hour, in order to afford an opportunity for the appointment of the
members of the General Committee, by the respective Delegations.
Which resolution was unanimously agreed to.
After the lapse of an hour, the Convention was called to order; when
the following appointments for the General Committee, were announced by the respective Delegations :
Joshua Carpenter,

MAINE :

Charles Q. Clapp.

MASSACIIUSETTS:

Theodore Sedgwick,
William Hunter.
Albert Gallatin,

RHODE

NEW YORK:

John Augustine Smith.

NEW
Cornelius L. Hardenburgh,
T homas P. Cope,
William W . Handy,
\
J ames l\:l. Garnett,

•

James Iredell,

Henry L ee.
ISLAND:

JERSEY:

H enry Vethake.

PENNSYLVANIA:

Clement C. Biddle.

MARYLA ND:

A. E. Jones.

VIRG I NIA:

J ohn W . Jones.

NORTB CAROLINA :

William A. Blount.
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SOUTH CAROLINA:

Daniel E. Huger.

William Harper,
GEORGIA:

John Macpherson Berrien,

Eli S. Shorter.

ALABA~IA;

Enoch Parsons,
George Poindexter.

Henry Goldthwaite.
MISSISSIPPI :

TENNESSEE:
William E. Butler,
Alexander Patton.
Mr. BERRIEN, of Georgia, offered the following resolution :
R esolvul, That the ~resident be authorised to invite to a seat within
the bar of this Convention, any persons friendly to the objects of this
meeting, and desirous of attending the proceedings of the same, who
are capable of giving information connected with the facts which are
necessary to a correct estimate of the operation and effect of the ex~
isting T ariff in different pan~ of the Union.
Which resolution ,yas unanimously adopted.
l\ir. CARPEN'I'ER, of Maine, offered the following resolution:
R esolved, T hat, when this Convention adjourn, it be to meet again
at 12 o'clock on Monday next.
,vhich resolution was agreed to; and then, on motion,
The Convention adjourned.

THIRD DAY.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3d, 1831.

l

At 12 o'clock the President took the Chair, when the minutes of
the preceding session were read.
The following Delegates appeared and took their seats, viz :
Prom Massachusetts. Ebenezer Breed,
Thomas P. Bancroft,
William Foster.
James Donaghe.
Connecticut ... William J. Forbes,
New York •... James G. King,
Charles H. Russel,
Isaac Bronson,
H. Kneeland,
New Jersey ... John R. Thomson.
Vfrginia . .... Thomas T. Giles,
Archibald Bryce, Jr.
James Magruder,
Benjamin H. Magruder,
S. H. Davis.
William Daniel, Jr.
N. Carolina •. J. W. Cochran.
S. Carolina ... John Taylor,
Thomson T. Player,
J. Berkley Grimball,
James Rose,
Thomas Williams, Jr.
William Smith,
Alabama •.... Wjlliam J. Mason.
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The followiug resolution was offered by Mr. EowAnns, of South
Carolina, and agreed to.
R esolved, That the President of the Convention be requested to
make such arrangements as, in his discretion, _may be necessary for the
accommodation of such ladies as may think proper to attend. ·
The PRESIDENT announced from the Chair the following names of
gentlemen invited to take seats within the bar of this Convention, by
virlue of the resolution adopted on the first instant, viz :

..

Henry D. Sedgwick, of Massachusetts.
Col. James Wadsworth, of Geneseo, New York.
Anthony B. Arnold, of Providence, Rhode Island.
John Sarchet, of Philadelphia.
David Witmer, of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
Edward Bettle, of Philadelphia.
Frederick Cabot, of Boston.
Mr. McIntosh, of South Carolina.
Mr. McAllister, of Georgia.
The PRESIDENT laid before the Convention a letter from l\Ir. JOHN
MUMFORD, ofNew York, offering for its acceptance several hundred
copies of the Report of the Committee on Commerce, made to the
House of Representatives in the year 1829.
Mr. GALLATIN, of New York, Chairman of the General Committee,
made a verbal report, in substance as follows, accompanied by two
resolutions :
The General C,)mmittee had agreed that it was proper that a Memorial to Congress, and an Address to the People of the United States,
should be prepared, urging the necessity of such modifications of the
existing Tariffas may be competent to produce a revenue adequate to
the wants of Government, and equal in its operation upon the different parts of the Union, and the several interests of the same. And
they had accordingly appointed sub-committees to prepare the said
Memorial and Address. But, doubts having arisen as to the extent of
the powers intended to be conferred by the Convention on the General
Committee, the sub-committee have deemed it expedient to suspend
their proceedings until farther instructions in that respect were obtained. Whereupon, the following resolutions were adopted by the
General Committee :
R esolved, That it be recommended to the Convention to constitute a
permanent Committee, to consist of one person from each State represented therein, whose duty it shall be to present to Congress the
Memorial adopted by this Convention, and to collect, and in like manner to present to that body, such evidence as may be necessary to sustain the same, and to attend personally, at the next meeting of Congress, to further the objects of the said Memorial.
2. Resolved, That the Chairman of the General Committee be directed to ask further instructions of the Convention, whether the Committee shall be limited to report merely such objects as ought to engage the attention of the Convention, and to state the mode ofaccomplishing the same, or whether they shall be authorized to prepare and

I.
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report to the Convention, for their consideration, drafts of such addresses, memorials, or other papers, as may be deemed proper to effect
the objects of the Convention.
T he first resolution above reported, was, on motion of Mr. PoIN•
DEXTER, laid on the table.
The second resolution was also laid upon the table.
Mr. PRESTON, of South Caroliua, offered the following resolution:
R esolved, That the Committee be limited to report merely such objects as ought to engage the attention of the Convention, and to state
the mode of accomplishing the same.
Mr. SwETT, of Massachusetts, moved to amend the same by striking
out all thatfollows the word "Resolved," and by inserting these words" T hat the Committee, cor.sisting of two members from the several
States, appointed under the resolution of the 1st instant, be authorized
to prepare drafts ofsuch addresses, memorials, and other papers, as they
may think proper to submit to the Convention for their consideration,
and calculated, in their opinion, to promote the objects of this body."
The question having been put upon the adoption of the amendment,
it was not agreed to.
The question then recurring on the resolution of Mr. Preston, it was
agreed to.
Mr. PRESTON then inquired if the General Committee was ready
to report.
Mr. GALLATIN, on the part of that Committee, replied that it was
not ready to report.
·
The following resolution was then offered by Mr. PorNDEXTER:
Resolved, T hat the Chief Justice ofthe United States, who is now
in this city, be invited to take a seat within the bar of this Convention.
Which resolation was unanimously agreed to.
Mr. GILMER, of Virginia, stated, that, as two Delegates from Con•
necticut had taken their seati: Aince the last session, he desired to be
informed from the Chair, whether they were to be considered as mem•
hers of the General Committee.
The PnESIOENT declared such to be his understanding, and no objection being made, it was accordingly so considered.
The PRESIDENT laid before the meeting a communication addressed
to him, containing resolutions adopted at a public meeting of the citizens of Lauderdale county, Alabama, opposed to a system of protecting manufactures by an imposition of duties on foreign merchandise,
held 14th September, 1831, of which Major PETER F. ARMISTEAD
was Chairman, and WILLIAM B. WALLACE Secretary, expressive of
their opposition to the Protective System, and of their willingness to be
represented in this Convention, had sufficient time been afforded.
Ordered, That the same be read, and laid upon the table.
·
On motion,
R esowed, That there be a recess of the Convention for the space of
one hour.
After the lapse of one hour, the President resumed the Chair, when
Mr. GALLATIN, from the General Committee, reported, in part, the
following resolutions:
" R esolved, That an Address to the People of the United States be

;.,
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prepared, setting forth the evils of the existing T ariff, and urging tl1em
to unite in effecting such a modification of it, as may be commensurate with the purposes of revenue, and equal in its operation, upon the
different parts of the Union, and the several interests of the same.
R esolved, T hat a l\lemorial to the Congress of the United States
oe prepared, recapitulating the evils, and asking such a modification of
the existing Tariff as may be competent to produce a revenue adequate to the wants of the Government, and equal in its operations upon
the different parts of the Union, and the different interests of the same.
W hich resolutions were again separately read, and unanimously
agreed to.
.
Mr. MERCEIN, of New York, offered the following resol ution :
R esolved, That so much of the report of the General Committee
as relates to a Memorial to Congress, and an Address to the People of
the United States, be referred to the said Committee, for the purpose
of preparing said Memorial an!l Address, and reporting the same for
the consideratiou of this Convention.
A nd, on putting the question, a division was called for; when there
appeared for the resolution, 117-a majority of the Convention; and
so the resolution was agreed to.
·
Mr. JoNES, of Georgia, offered the following resolution:
R esolved, T hat the existing Tariff Jaws of Congress, so far as they
go to the protection of manufactures, and exceed the purposes of revenue, are manifest violations of the true intent and spirit of the Constitution, inexpedient, unequal in their operation, oppressive, and unjust; and that the Committee appointed by this Convention, be instructed particularly to insist on the same in the Memorial to Congress,
and in the Address to the People of the United States.
Mr. CLAPP, of Maine, offered to amend the said resolution, by striking
out all that follows the word "Resolved," and oy iuserting these words :
" That the present Tariff system is unjust, as it is unequal in its operation; oppressive, inasmuch as a public burthen for the benefit of a
few; impolitic, as subversive of the harmony of the Union; and unbecoming a free Republic, being a departure from the spirit which actuated the framers of the Constitution, and was adopted in compromise:
special, not being allowed to conflict with general interests-public
good being the base of public acts."
Mr. BASSETT, of Virginia, moved to lay the resolution and the
amendment on the table, which was agreed to.
Mr. POINDEXTER, of Mississippi, offered the following resolutions:
R esolved, T hat we feel the strongest attachment to the Union ofthe
States composing the Confederacy of the United States, and that we
pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor, to defend the
same against all encroachments, internal and external, which may
threaten its duration; which sentiment we cannot be induced, by any
emergency, to yield, while the liberty of the people is preserved, and
the rights of the parties to the compact respected according to the provisions of the Constitution.
2. Resolved, That all Jaws regulating labor by penal enactments,
by bounties, or monopolies, are inconsistent with the principles of free
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Government, and a palpable violation of the mherenl and inalienable
rights of a free people; and contrary to the letter and spirit of tho
Constitution of the United States.
3. Resolved, Thal the obvious and legitimate object of a written Constitution, is to define the powers of the Government; to limit the action
of the majority, and to protect the rights of the minority from invasion
by a usurpation ofpowers not e numerated in the grant.
4. R esolved, That the law of Congress, entitled " An act in alteration of the several acts imposing duties on imports," passed on the 19th
day of l\fay, 1828, is unequal in its operation on the great interests of
the nation; oppressive on Agriculture, Commerce, and Navigation.
That said act recognizes and imposes a system of taxation, falling with
peculiar injustice on those who cultivate the soil, and supply, by their
industry, the export trade of the United Stales, and on all others not
immediately engaged in manufactures; that, in effect, it assumes a
power unknown to the Constitution, to regulate labor by bounties and
monopolies, to the unlimited exercise of which power, a free people
cannot, and ought not to submit, when all hopes of redress shall have
vanished.
5. R esolved, T hat a solemn appeal be made to the patriotism and
justice of the pt0plo of the United States, to unite in obtaining such
modifications of the existing Tariff as may be essential to all the important interests of the people, and calculated to quiet the fears and
satisfy the reasonable demands of every section of the Union ; and also,
that a Memorial, of like import, be addressed to t he Congress of the
United States, to be presented at their next session.
6. Resolved, T hat the preceding resolutions be referred to such
Committee as may be appointed to prepare the aforesaid Address and
Memorial."
l\1r. VETUAKE, of New Jersey, moved to lay the said resolutions on
the table, but, after some remarks from Mr. A. P. BuTLEn, of South
Carolina, withdrew the same, to give place to a motion of the mere
refere nce ofthe resolutions to the Committee, without instructions.
l\1r. l\lILLEn, ofSouth Carolina, then offered the following resolution :
R esolved, That the resolutions offered by M:r. Po1NDEXTE1t, l\Ir.
CLAPP, and Mr. JoNEs, be referred to the General Committee.
The PRESIDENT having first stated that, according to parliamentary
usage, such reference would not amount to the expression of any opinion on the part of the Convention of the merits of tho resolutions, the
question was put, and the resolution was agreed to.
l\Ir. F1srr, of New York, offered the following resolution:
R esolvecl, That the Hon. J AMES BnowN, late Minister to France, be
invited to take a seat within the bar ofthe Coll\'ention.
Which was agreed to.
The Secretary then called the roll, when it appeared that two Jiundred and one members had taken their seats in the Convention, ,·iz:
From Alaine 3 From New York
2.'3
Massa~husetts
18
New J ersey
9
Rhode faland
l
Pennsylvania
16
Connecticut
2
Maryland
2

;
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...

From Virginia
51
From Alabama
11
North Carolina 16
Mississippi
1
South Carolina 40
Tennessee
2
Georgia
6
Mr. LYONS, of Virginia, offered the following resolution:
Whereas a number of copies of the Report of the Committee on
Commerce, made to the House ofRepresentatives in 1829, have been
placed at the disposition of this ConventionR esolvcd, That the same be placed on the table of the Secretary, for
the use of the members.
On motion of Mr. GALLATIN,
Resolved, That when this Convention adjourns, it be to meet again
on Wednesday next, at 12 o clock.
On motion of J\1r. EowARDS,
The Convention then adjourned,

FOURTH DAY.
"\fEDNESDAY, 0CTOJ3:Elt

5th, 1831.

At 12o'clock the President took the Chair, when the minutes of the
preceding session were read.
.
The following Delegates appeared and took their seats.
1'1·om Virginia, ........... Littleton Upsher.
New York, .......... James Heard,
E. D. Comstock,
Silas M. Stilwell.
Maryland, . . . .
George Hoffman.
Massaclmsetts, ...... , John Pickens.
South Carolina, . . . . . . Thomas Flemming.
New Jersey, ......... R. F. Stockton,
Nortli Carolina, ...... N. Bruer.
Connecticut, . . . . . . . • . Roger Minot Sherman.
The PRESIDENT laid before the Convention a communication, address•
ed to him by Mr. JAMES RoNALDSON, of the City of Philadelphia, re•
lating to the price ofiron at two different periods, which letter, on motion, was laid upon the table.
Mr. MITCHELL, of South Carolina, offered the following resolution
Resolved, That the F ederative Committee do inquire into the expe_diency of recommending the abolition of specific and minimum duties,
and the substitution of the ad valorem duty on all imports.
Which resolution was, on motion of Mr. MrrcHELL, referred to the
General Committee.
Mr. JoNJ,s, of Georgia, offered the following resolution:
Resolved, That this Convention accepts, with thankful acknowledgments, the copies of Mr. CAMBRELENo's Report on Commerce and
Navigation, presented by Mr. Jo11N I. l\foMFORD, (or the use of the
Convention.

r
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Mr. S'rEVENs, of New York, moved to amend the same by striking
out the name of l\Ir. Cambreleng, so as to make it read "Report of
the Committee on Commerce and Navigation;" which was not agreed
to, and then the resolution was adopted.
The Secretary stated that there were lying upon his table an invitation from the Franklin Institute to each member of this Convention,
to attend its annual exhibition of manufactures.
Mr. PRESTON, of South Carolina, offered the following resolution :
R esolved, That a Committee be appointed by the President to wait
upon the General Committee, now in session, !or the purpose of ascertaining at what time they will be ready to report.
Which resolution was agreed to, and
Mr. PRESTON, and Mr. ROANE, of Virginia, were appointed that
Committee.
.
In a short time, Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee last appointed,
reported : T hat they "bad waited upon the General Committee, and
·received from the Chairman information that the Committee would be
ready to report in a few minutes, or to ask further time.
Mr. BASSETT, ofVirginia, offered the following resolution:
R esolved, That a Committee be appointed to confer with the P ennsyslvania Delegation, in reference to the raising of a fund to pay the
expenses incident to the meeting ofthis Convention.
The resolution was agreed to, and the following gentlemen were appointed:
Mr. Bassett, Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Carpenter, Mr. A. P. Butler, Mr.
J ones,of Georgia.
Mr. GALLATIN, from the General Committee, stated that that committee was not yet ready to report, but would be ready to do so at 4 o'clock
this afternoon, and accordingly asked further time; when it was, bn
motion,
R esolved, That further time be granted, and that there be a recess of
this Convention until 4 o'clock, P. M.
Mr. PmcE, of Pennsylvania, stated that he had been requested by
the Managers of the Pennsylvania Hospital, to invite the individual
members of this Convention to visit the said institution, at any time it
may suit their convenience.
4 o'clock, P. M.

'· The PRESIDENT announced the names of the following gentlemen, as
having ,been invited by him to take seats within the bar of the Convention.
T he Consul General of Sweden.
T he Charge d'Affaires of Denmark.
T he Hon. Judge Baldwin, of the Supreme Court of the U. States.
T he Hon. Judge l\:lorgan, of P hiladelphia.
Gen. Preston, of Virginia.
The Hon. Warren R. Davis, R epresentative in Congress, from
South Carolina.
T he Hon. Mr. Johnston, a Senator from Louisiana.

r
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Mr. BERRIEN, from the General Committee, reported the draft of an
Address to the People of the United States; which having been read by
}iim to the Convention, it was, on motion of Mr. JONES, of Georgia,
Resolved, That the said Address be laid upon the table, and that 300
copies be printed for t~e use of the members.
Mr. PRESTON, of South Carolina, moved, that when this Convention
adjourn, it be to meet again atl0 o'clock to-morrow morning; which was
agreed to, and, on motion,
The Convention adjourned.

FIF'l'H DAY.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6th, 1831.

•

At 10 o'clock, the President took the chair, when the minutes of the
preceding day were read.
Mr. JoIIN I. DONALDSON, a Delegate from Maryland, appeared and
took his seat.
The PnESmENT stated, that one of the members of the General Committee had informed him, that the Address to the People of the United
States, reported yesterday, would not be ready until 12 o'clock, and he
submitted to the Convention, the expediency of a recess until that
hour.
Mr. PoINDEXTER, of Mississippi, offered the following resolution:
Resolved,That it be recommended to the Convention, that a Committee of six be appointed, and requested to attend in the city of NewYork,
and express to the Convention there to be assembled on the 26th of the
present month, in the name of this Convention, a sincere desire to meet,
in the spirit of conciliation, such Committee as they may appoint to confer on the modifications which ought to be made in the existing Tariff of
duties, on goods, wares and merchandise imported into the United
States, so as to render the same, as far as may be, equal in its operation,
and satisfactory to the people of the United States; and submit the result of such conference to the permanent Committee, appointed by the
preceding resolution.
Which resolution was laid on the table.
Mr. MITCHELL, ofSouth Carolina, laid before the Convention a printed paper, addressed "To the Members of the Anti-Tariff Convention at
Philadelphia," dated at Charleston, S. C. on the 24th of September,
1831, and signed by Benjamin Faneuil Hunt, Delegate from St. James',
Santee; which was ordered to be read.
The Secretary proceeded to the reading of the same, and after some
progress therein, it was moved, by
Mr. P RESTON, of South Carolina, that the further reading be dispensed with, and that the document be laid on the table.
Which was agreed to.
On motion of Mr. PARSONS, of Alabama, it was then
3
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R esolved, That there be a recess of the Convention until 1 o'clock.
At 1 o'clock, the President resumed the chair.
A communication was read from Mr. John Sarchet, of Philadelphia,
practical B lacksmith, containing some information on the subject ofthe
price of iron, in answer to the statement made in Mr. R onaldson's Jet,t er, which was yesterday laid before the Convention.
Mr. MITCDELL, of South Carolina, moved that the said letter be
printed.
Mr. A. P. BuTLcn, of South Carolina, proposed to add these words,
"in conjunction with the letter of Mr. llonaldson," which amendment
was adopted by Mr. l\f1TcucLL, as a modification; and the question
having been put, the resolution was not agreed to.
Mr. Po1NDEXTEU moved to adjourn, but subsequently withdrew the
motion, for the purpose of submitting the following resolution :
R esolved, That 10 o'clock, A. M. daily, be the standing hour for the
meeting of this Convention, until otherwise directed .
.Mr. J oNEs, of Georgia, mornd that the Convention adjourn; and on
the question being put, it was not agreed to.
Mr. M1LLER, of South Carolina, moved that the Convention resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, upon the Address to the P eople of
the United States; which was agreed to.
Tho PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Si::now1c1<, of M assachusetts, Chairman of the Committee of tho Whole, but Mr. S 1rnow1CK not being at
that moment present,
Mr. BANKS, of Virginia, was appointed, and the President Jell tho
Chair.
After a short period, the President resumed the Chair, when Mr.
BANitS reported that the Committee of the W hole had had under consideration the Address to the People of the United States, committed to
them; that they had made some progress in the same, and had instructed their Chairman to ask leave to sit again.
Upon the question of granting leave to sit agaiD, it was unanimously
agreed to.
Tho following names were announced by the President during the
day, of gentlemen invited by him to take seats within the bar of the
Convention :
.l\lr. Ingham, late Secretary of the Treasury.
Mr. Saul Alley, of New York.
Mr. William D. Shepherd, of North Carolina.
Mr. J ohn Hare Powell, of Philadelphia.
On motion of l\lr. B EIUUEN, of Georgia, tho Convention adjourned.

SIXTH DAY.
FRIDAY,

OcTODER 7th, 1831.

At 10 o'clock, the President took the Chair, when the minutes of the
preceding session were read.
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The Hon. C. C. Cambreleng, and Mr. Wm. B. Lawrence, were iu-vited by the President to take seats within the bar of the Convention.
The PRESIDENT then announced the order of the day to be, that this
Conventioli do resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, for the
purpose of taking into consideration the Address to the People of the
United States, reported from the General Committee.
Mr. BERRIEN, of Georgia, moved that the Committee of the Whole
be discharged from the further consideration of the said Address ;.
which motion was seconded by Mr. CHEVES, of South Carolina, and on
the question being taken, was agreed to.
The PRESIDENT then stated, that the Address to the People of the
United States was before the Convention.
Mr. GALLATIN, of New York, moved to amend the said Address, by
striking out that part thereof which commences with the words, "In
justice to that body," in paragraph fifth, and which terminates with the
words, "stand upon our chartered rights?" at the end ofthe eighth paragraph.
•
Upon this motion, the yeas and nays were called by many members,
and were as follows.
YEAS:·
MASSACHUSET TS . . ....Theodore Sedgwick,
R HODE ISLAND.••••••••William Hunter.
NEW YORI{ . . . . .....•.. ..Jonathan Goodhue,
Thomas R. Mercein,
John A. Stevens,
Isaac Carow,
John Constable,
James Boormau,
George Griswold,
Benjamin L . Swan,
George T. T1imble,
NEW JERSEY••••••• • •• •• C. L . Hardenbergh,
J.C. Van Dyck,
J , Bayard Kirkpatrick,
Miles C. Smith,
PENNSYLVANIA••• •• •••• Edward D. Ingraham,
Samuel Spackman,
MARYLAND •• • ••••• •• ••• George Hoffman,
NORTH CAROLINA•• •••• Edward B. Dudley.
SOUTH CAROLINA•••••• Hemy Middleton.
NAYS :
MAINE ... .. .•...•. .... ... Joshua Carpenter,
Charles Q. Clapp,
MASSAeI'IUSETTS •••••• H enry Lee,
T . S. Pomeroy,,
Samnel Sweu,
Gideon Tacker,
John L. Gardner,
George Peabody,Picl<ering Dodge,
NEW YORK........ ... ,.•. Preserved Fish,
John,Lconar<l,

Joseph Ropes.
Zebedee Ring,
Albert Gallatin,
Jacob Lorillard,
James G. King,
Charles H. Russell,
Isaac Bronson,
James Heard,
Silas M. Stilwell.
Henry Clow,
H enry Vethake,
John R. Thomson,
R. F. Stockton.
Thomas P. Cope.
John J. Donaldson,
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S. H. Mudge.
Isaac Newhall,
Henry Williams,
Edward Cruft,
William Goddard,
EbenezP.r Breed,
Thomas P . ll:mcroft,
John Pickens.
Edwin Bergh,
H . Kneeland.
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NEW JERSEY.. , ...... .. . J ohn Potter.
PENNSYLVANIA ...... . ..J oseph R . Evru1s,
George Emlen,
Clement C. Biddle,
J. i\1. Barelny,
E. Littell,
So.muel F. Smith,
lsuac W .Norrill,

Richard Price,
H enry R. W atson,
John A. Browu,
Philip H . Nicklin,
Condy Ruguot,
William Mcllhenney.

MARYLAND .............William \V. H andy,

Arnold D. J ones.

VIRGINIA ...... .......... Philip P . Barbour,
H enry E. Walkins,
Richard Booker,
]runes 1\1. Garnett,
Samuel L . Venable,
Thomas R. Dew,
Walker Hawes,
Philip A . Dew,
John Brockcnbrough,
Thomns Miller,
,villiam G. O\"crton,
George C. Dromgoole,
Ro.ndolph H arrison,
Charles Ynucoy,
Robert H urt,
Fcrdiunnd \ V . Risque,
l\lnlcolm l\Incfarland,
Tboma:s W . Gilmer,
Burwell B888Ctt,
II. R. Anderson,
Josiah Ellis,
Charles Everett,
Alex. Gordon Knox,
George l\f. Payne,
J ames S. Brander,

W illiam l\faxwell,
Benjamin F. Dabney,
R. 0. Grayson,
S. A. Storrow,
Charles Cocke,
J ohn \V. J ones,
William 0. Goode,
,villiam 'l'ownes,
J ohn Dickinson,
William D. ltogers,
\ Villiam P. Taylor,
J ohn H . Bernard,
Linn Dni,ks,
William H. Roane,
J ames Lyons,
J ohn T abb,
James J ones,
T homas T. Giles,
Archibald Dryco, Jr.
James llfagruder,
Denjam.i u H. Magruder,
William Daniel, Jr.
S. H. Davis,
Littleton Upsher.

NORTH CAROUNA......Joseph B. Skinner,

Lonis D. \Vilson,
J nmes Iredell,
William R. Holt,
J oseph B. G. Roulhac,
W illiam A. Blount,
Joseph D. White,
SOUTH CAROLINA.. .... Zachariah P. H erndon,
J ames G. S_pann,
F. W. Dav,e,
J ames Cuthbert,
Thomas Pinckney,

T. D. Siuglolon,

William Butler,
Joseph W . Allston,
H erny N. Cruger,
Charles Macbelh,
H enry C. Young,
A. P. Butler,
H. A. Middleton,

Thomas R. Mi1ehell,
\V. Wilkinson,
Philip Tidymru1,
Stephen D . Miller,

William Pope,
J ohn Fraser,
Job J ohnston,

•

S. T . Sawyer,
David Ontlnw,
Thomas S. H oskins
John E. ·w ood,
1. W. Cochran,
Nalhaniel Bruer.
J ohn D. Edwards,
J ohn Carter,
Langdon Cheves,
Joseph E. J enkins,
Hngh W ilson,
J . H. Glover,
T . Pinckney Alston,
Edward Richardson,
William H arper,
\Villiam C. Preston,

!UmJ Mi~dle...,
Daniel E. H uger,
Hugh S. Logo.re,

J ohu Taylor,
Thomson T . Player,
J . Berkley Grimball,
J ames Roso,
William Smith,
Thomas Williams, J r.
Thomas FlclJIJl1ing.
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GEORGIA , ... ............ Eli S. Shorter,
Robert Haber,,ham,
.
Alexander Telfair,
AL ABAMA ••••••••••••••• J obo A. Elmore,
Be11ajul1 S. Bibb,
Enoch Parsons,
Alfred V. Scott,
J ohn W. Moore,
H owell Rose,
MISSISSIPPI. .... ........ George P oindexter.

TENNESSEE ...... . ...... William E. Butler,

•

J ohn Cumming,
Seaborn J ones,
J. l\1acphcrson Berrien,
P. , vntcrs,
Henry Goldthwaite,
,vard Taylor,
Archibald P. Baldwin,

William J. lUason.
Alexander Patton.

l (i9

Yeas 35---Nays 159.
So the motion to strike out was not agreed to.
Mr. J oHNSTON, ofSouth Carolina, then moved to amend the Address,
by striking out from the seventh paragraph, these worrls-"they admit
the power of Congress to lay and collect such duties as they may deem
necessary for the purposes of revenue, and, within these limits, so to
arrange those duties as incidentally, and to that extent, to give protection to the manufacturer. 'fhey deny the right to convert what they
denominate the incidental, into the principal power, and, transcending
the limits of revenue, to impose an additional duty, substantively and
exclusively for the purpose of affording that protection."
Air.WATERS, of Alabama, moved to amend the amendment, so as to
strikeoutonly these words-"sotoarrangethose dutiesas"-wbich would
leave the language cf the Address thus: " They admit the power of
Congress to lay anti collect such duties as they may deem necessary
for the purposes of revenue, and, within these limits, incidentally, and
to that extent, to give protection to the manufacturer."
Some debate having arisen on this amendment, 1\Ir. EowARDs, of
Soulh Carolina, asked if it would be in order to en.II for the previous
question, but the President decided that, according to Parliamentary
proceedings, such a motion would not be in order, although it would
be in order according to the rules of the Ilouse of Representatives of
the United States.
Mr. EDWARDS then moved that the rules of Congress should be
adopted for this occasion ; but the President decided that no question
not immediately relating to the subject of the Address, could now be
submitted, without a departure from P arliamentary order.
l\fr. LYoNs, of Virginia, then moved to lay the amendment, with the
Address, on the table, for the present,
Which motion was not agreed to.
Mr. JonNSTON then stated that, as he had accomplished his object
by having his motion recorded on the journal, he would llOW withdraw
it ; and this having accordingly been done, the amendment proposed by
Mr. WATERS was no longer before the Convention.
The question having then been put by the PRESIDENT,
Shall the Address be adopted 1
The yeas and nays were called for by many members.
Mr. HERNDON, of South Carolina, stated that he should vote in favor
of the Address, with the exception of the passage which Mr. Jo11NSTON
had moved to strike out.
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The yca.s and nays were as follows:
YEAS.

MAINE .. •• , ., •• , •••• •••• •Joshua Carpenter,

S . II. l\lndge,

MASSACHUSETTS ••• ••• Henry Lee,
•r. S. Pomeroy,
Gideon Tucker,
H oratio Byington,
J ohn L. Gardner,
George P eabody,
P ickering Dodge,
I saac Newhall.

J. W. Rodgers,
Ilonry Williams,
Edward Croft,
William Goddard,
:Cbenezer Breed,
T homas P. Bancroft,,
John Pickens.

NEW YORK •• •• •••••••••. P reserved Fish,

Jnccb Lorillard,

Charles Q . Clapp.

J ohn Leonard,
Edwin Bergh,
J onathan Goodhue.

NEW J ERSEY. ... ........ J ohn C. Schenck.
PENNSYLVANIA .........J oseph R. Evans,
George Emlen,
Clemont C. Biddle,
Edw1ml D. Ingrahum,
J .M. Barclay,
E. Littell,
Samuel F . SmitJ1.
J\IARYLAND ......... . . .. W illiam W. H andy,
/
Arnold D . Jones.
VIRGINIA . ............... Philip P . Barbour,
. H enry E. \Vatki09,
Richard Booker,
J amee l\l. Garnett,
Samuel L. Vennlilo,
T homas R. Dew,
Walker Hawes,
Philip A. Dew,
John Brockenbrough,
Thomlll! Miller,
W illiam G. Overton,
George C. D romgoole,
Randolph Harmon,
R ichard J ones,
Charles Yancey,
Robert H urt,
Ferdinand"\\'. Risque,
.111alccmh l\Iacfarland,
T homas \ V. Gilmer,
Barwell Bassett,
H . R. Anderson,
J osiah Ellis,
Charles Everett,
Alex. Gordon Kno:r,
George !II. P ayno.
NORTH CAROLINA•• •••• J oseph B. Skinner,
Louis D. W ilson,
J ames Iredell,
W illiam R. Holt,
J oseph B. G. Roulhac,
Edward B. Dudley,
W illiam A. Blount,

II. Kneeland,
Isaac Bronson,
James H eard.
J ohn Potter.
I sanc W. Norris,
Richard Price,
H enry R. W nteon,
J ohn A. Brown,
Philip H . Nicklin,
Condy Raguel,
Willinm l\fcllhenney.
George Hoffman,.
J ohn J . Donaldson.
J ames S. Brander,
\Villiam Maxwell,

Benjamin F. Dabney,

R. 0. Grayson,
S. A. Storrow,
Charles Cocke,
J ohn \ V. Jones,
W illiam O. Geode,
W illiam T ownes,
J ohn Dickinson,
William B. Rogor11,
William P . T aylor,
John H . Bernard,
Linn Banks,
William H . Roane,
J ames Lyons,
J ohn T abb,
J ames J ones,
T homas T. Gile,,
Archibald Bryce, J r.
J ames llfagrudor,
Benj'amin H. Magruder,
Wil iam Daniel, J r.
S. II. Davis,
Littleton Upsher.
J osoph D. White,
S . T. Sawyer,
David Outlaw,
Thomas S. H oskins,
J ohn E. W ood,
J . W . Cochran,
Nathaniel Bruer.

'
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SOUTII CAROLINA •••••• Zachariah P. Herndon,
J ames G. Spann,
F. \V. Davie,
James Cuthbert,
T homas Pinckney,
T. D. Singleton,
"William Butler,
J oseph W. Allston,
Henry N. Cruger,
Charles 111acbeth,
Henry C. YotuJg,
A. P. Butler,
H. A. Middleton,
Thomas R. Mitchell,
W. Wilkinson,
Philip T idyman,
Stephen D. Miller,
William Pope,
John Fraser,
J ob Johnston,
GEORGIA •••••••••••••••• Eli S. Shorter,
Robert Habersham,
Alexander Telfair.
ALABAMA ........ . ......John A. Elmore,
Benajah S. Bibb,
Enoch Parso11s,
Alfred V. Scott,
John W. Moore,
Howell Rose.
MISSISSIPPI •••••••••••••George Poindexter.
TENNESSEE ..... ,, ......William E. Bntler.

Jolm D. Edwatdg1
John Carter,
Langdon Cheves,
J oseph E. Jenkins,
Hugh Wilson,
J. H. Glover,
T. Pinckney Alston,
Edward Richardson,.
William Harper,
\.Villiam C. Preston,
H enry Middleton,
Daniel E. Huger,
Hugh S. Legare,
J ohn T aylor,
Thomson T. Plnyer,
J. Berkley Grimball,
J ames Rose,
William Smith,
'fhoma.s Williams, Jr.
Thomas Flemming.
John Cumming,
Seaborn J ones,
John Macpherson Berrien.
P. Waters,
H enry Goldthwaite,
·ward Tnylor,
Archibald P. Baldwin,
William J . Ma.son.

Alexander Patton,

170.

NAYS.
MASSACHUSETTS •• • •••Theodore Sedgwick.
RHODE ISLAND ••••••••• W-illiam Hunter.
CONNECTICUT••••• ••• •• Roger Minot Sherman.
NEW YORK••••••••••••••Thomas R. Mercein,
J ohn A. Stevens,
Isaac Carow,
John Constable,
James Boorman,
George Griswold,
Benjamin L. Swan.
NEW JERSEY ••• ••••• • • •• C. L. Hardenbergh,
J.C. Van Dyck,
J. Bayard Kirkpatrick,
Miles C. Smith,

PENNSYLVANIA .•.... . . Samuel Spackman,

Joseph Ropes.
George T. Trimble,
Zebedee Ring,
Albert Gallatin,
J ames G. King,
Charles H. Russell,
Silas M. Stilwell.
Henry Clow,

HenrkVethake,

John . Thomson,
R. F. Stockton.
Thomas P. Cope.

Z7.

Yeas 170--Nays27.
So the Address was adopted.
Mr. BERRIEN, from the General Committee, reported the following
resolutions :

l
I
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I. Rcsolt,Cll, That the Committee who were instructed to prepare a Memorial to
Congress, setting fortJ1 the evils of the existing Tariff of duties, and asking the modification of the saruo, be discharged from that duty.

Which resolution was agree<l to.

2. Rcsol'OO<l, That a Committee, to co11s1st ofone member to be selected from each
Stale represented in this Conve ntion, be appointed by the President, whose duty it
shall be to prepare a Memorial to Congress, setting forth the evils of the e~isting '-';'arifi' of duties, and asking such a modification of the same, as shall be conststent with
the purposes of revenue, and equal in its operation on the different parts oftbe United
States, and on the var10us interests of the same : That it shall be the duty of the said
Committee to collect the evidence necessary to support the said Memorial, to present
it to Congress at its ne.~t session, and to attend personally at Washington, for the purpose of promoting the same.
'l'hat the said Committee be instructed to insist in the said memorialThat the present 'l'nriff System is unequal in its operation, and therefore, unjustthat it is oppressive, because it imposes burthens on tbe many for the benefit of the
few-unwise nod impolitic, since its tendency is to disturb the harmony oftlie Unionthnt it is inconsistent with the principles offree Government, and at variance with that
spirit of justice and mutual concession, in which the Constitution was conceived and
adopted-operating unequally and unjustly upon the different portions of this Union,
havmg a direct and almost inevitable tendency to demoralize our people, and calculated to produce uiscontent among the people of the United States, by a numerous and
respectable portion of whom it is believed to be unconstitutional and void; and, finally,
that its effect is to diminish the productive resources of the country, and to Jessen the
amount of the neces~aries and conveniences of life which are enjoyed by our people.
And that the said Committee he instructed, mor<?over, to Pxpress the willingness of
tho memorialists to acquiesce in such an interposition of the legislative power, as shall
be prospective in its operation, thereby avoid1n~ any sudden revulsion which might
operate with undue severity on the man11facturmg interest, but leading to the desired
result with the least possll:rle~jur; to the interests which have grown up under the existing system of protective duties.

Mr. SHORTER, of Georgia, moved that the words, " and i~, in many
respects, infinitely more oppressive upon the poor than upon the rich,"
be inserted after the woids " our people," at the end of the third paragraph, which amendment was agreed to.
Mr. LITTELL, of Pennsylvania, moved that the words " and void,"
be stricken out from the third paragraph; which amendment was also
agreed to.
Mr. P1tESTON, of South Carolina, moved to strike out from the resolution, that part which rendered it obligatory upon the members to attend personally at Washington.
Which motion was not agreed to; hut the resolution was so amended
as to insert these words, or" by a sub-committee;" so as to make it read,
"to attend personally, or by a sub-committee at Washington, for the
purpose of promoting the same."
Mr. PoINDEXTER, of Missi~ppi, stated, that his being at this time a
member of the Senate of the United States, would render it improper
for him to act as a member of the Committee on tho Memorial; when it
was, on motion,
R esolved, That Mr. PoINDEXTER be excused from serving on said
Committee.
The question was then put on the adoption of the resolution as
amended, and the yeas and nays having been called by many members,
were as follows :
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YEAS:

•

AIAINE . •••••••, •••••••••• 1oshua Carpenter,
Charles Q. Clapp,
MASSACHUSETTS •••••• Henry Lee,
T . S. Pomeroy,
Gideon Tucker,
Theodore Sedgwick,
1ohn L. Gardner,
George Peabody,
Pickering Dodge,
Joseph Ropes,
.RHODE ISLAND.. .. ..... William H unter.
CONNECTICUT.••••••••• Roger Minot Shennan.
NEW YORK••••• ••••••• •• Preserved Fish,
J ohn Leonard,
Edwin Bergh,
1onathan Goodhue,
Thomas R. Merceiu,
1obn A. Stevens,
Isaac Carow,
John Constable,
George Griswold,
Benjamin L. Swan,
NEW 1ERSEY•••••••••••• C. L. Hardenbergh,
J.C. Van Dyck,
J. Bayard l{irkpatrick,
Miles C. Smith,
H enry Clow,
·PENNSYLVAN[A. .... . .. . Joseph R. Evans,
George Emlen,
Clement C. Biddle,
Edward D. Ingraham,
J. M. Barclay,
E. Littell,
Samuel F . Smith,
Isaac W. Norris,
MARYLAND. .••• ••• •••••• William W . Handy,
Arnold D. J ones,
VIRGINIA ...... .. ........ Philip P. Barbour,
Henry E. Watkins,
James M, Garnett,
Samuel L. Venable,
Thomas R. Dew,
Walker Hawes,
Philip A. Dew,
John Brockenbrough,
Thomas Miller,
William G. Overton,
George C. Dromgoole,
Randolph Harrison,
Richard Jones,
Charles Yancey,
Robert Hurt,
F erd.i nand W. Risque,
Malcolm Macfarland,
Thomas \>V. Gilmer,
Burwell Bassett,
H. R. Anderson,
Josiah Ellis,
Charles Everett,
Alex. Gordon Knox,
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S. H. Mudge.
Isaac Newhall,
H enry Williams,
Edward Cruft,
William Goddard,
Ebenezer Breed,
Thomas P. Baucrofi,
1ohn Pickens.

George T . Trimble,
Zebedee Ring,
Albert Gallatin,
J acob Lorillard,
J ames G. Ki11g,
Charles H. Russell,
H. Kueeland,
I saac Bronson,
J ames Heard,
Silas 1\1. Stilwell.
J ohn C. ~chenck,
John Potter,
John R . Thomson,
R . F. Stockton.
Richard Price,
Henry R. W atson,
John A. Brown,
Philip H. Nickli.u,
Condy Raguet,
Samuel Spackman,
Thomas P. Cope,
W illiam Mcilhenney .
George Hoffman,
John J. Donaldson.
George M. Payne,
J ames S. Brander,
William Maxwell,
Benjamin F. Dabney,
R. 0. Grayson,
S. A. Storrow,
Charles Cocke,
J ohn W. J ones,
William 0. Goode,
William Townes,
John Dickinson,
William B. Rogers,
William P. Taylor,
John H . Bernard,
Linn Banks,
William H. Roane,
James Lyons,
John Tabb,
J ames J ones,
Thomas T . Giles,
Archibald Bryce, Jr.
J ames Magr11der,
Benjamin H. Magruder,

(

.26.
VIRGll\'li,, ........... . .. William Danicl, I r.
S. H. Davis,
NORTii CAROLINA,......Jose_ph B. Skinner,
Lows D. Wilson,
.James l r('dell,
William R. Holt,
Joseph B. G. Roulhac,
William W . Jones,
F.dward B. Dudley.
\Villiam A. Blounr,
SOUTH CAROLINA......James G. Spnnn,
F. \V. Davie,
J ames Cuthbert,
Thomas P i11clrney,
T. 0. Singleton,
William Butler,
Joseph W . Allston,
H enry N Cruger,
Charles Macbeth,
A. P. B utler,
H. A. Middleton,
Thomas R. llfitcbeU,
\ V. W ilkinson,
Philip Tidyman,
Stephen D. .Miller,
William Pope,
J ohn F raser,
J ob J ohnston,
John D. Edwards,
GEORGIA ••• • •• , •• ; •••••• Eli S. Shorter,
Robert H ubersbam,
Alexander Telfair,
ALABAMA ............ .. , .John A. Elmore,
Benajah S. J3ibb,
Enoch Parsons,
Alfred V. Scott,
John \V. Moore,
Howell Rose,
JtflSSI SSIPPI. •• • •.••••• •• George Poindexter.
TENNESSEE ..••• • ••••••• William E. Butler,
NAYS:
SOUTH CAROLrnA.. ... . Zachariah P. H erndon,

L ittleton Upsbsr,
Joseph D . White,
S. T. Sawyer,
David Outlaw,
Thomas S. Hoskins,
J ohn E. Wood,
.J. W . Cochran,
Nathaniel Bruer.
John Carter,
Langdon Cheves,
J oseph E. J enkins,
Jfogh Wilson,
J . li. Glover,
T. Pinckni,y Alston,
Edward R ichardson,
, villiam H arper,
William C. Preston,
H enry Middleton,
Daniel E. Hoger,
Hugh S. Legare,
J ohn Taylor,
Thomson T. Player,
.J. Berkley Grimball,
James Rose,
,Villiam Smith,
Thomas \Villia=, Jr.
Thomas Flemming.
J olin Cumming,
Seaborn J ones,
J ohn iU. Berrien.

P. Waters,

Henry Goldthwaite,
\ Vard T aylor,
Archibald P. Baldwin,
William .J. Mason.
Alexander Patton.
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H enry C . Young.

2

Yeas 189--Nays 2.
So the resolution was adopted, in the words following, viz :

Rtsol~ed, That a Committee, to consist of one member to be selected from e:icb
State represented in this Convention, be appointed by the President, whose duty it
shall be to prepare a l\lemor1a\ to Congress, setting forth the evils of the existing T ariff of duties, nnd asking such n modification of the same, as shall be consistent w ith
the purposes of revenue, nod equdl in its operation on tho different parts ofthe1Jnited
Smtes, and on tho various interests of tho same, that it shall be tho duty of the 88.id
Committee to collect the e,·idence necessary to soppon the said l\temorial, to _present
it to Congress at il9 next session, and to attend personally, or by a 9ub~mm1ttee, at
\Vashington, for tho purposo of promoting tho same.
That the said Committeo be instructed to insist in the said memoriolTbat the present T ariff System is nneqoal in its operation, and therefore unjustthat it is oppressi,·e, bec:iose it imposes bnrthens on the many for the benefit of the
few-unwise and impolitic, since its tendency is to disturb the harmony of the UnionthiU it is incon•istent with rhe principles of free Government, and at variance with
lb.at tpirit ofjuatice and mutuol conce,~ion, in which the Constitution was conceived
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nnd adopted, operating unequally and unjustly upon the different portion1 ofthi1 Uuio11,
having a direct and almost inevitable tendency to demoralize our people, and calculated to produce discontent among the people ofthe United Sta',es, by a numerous and
respec_u1ble portion of whom, it is believed to be unconstitutional; and finally, that its
effect ts lo diminish the productive resources of the country, and to lessen the amount
of the necessaries and conveniences of life, which are enjoyed by our people-nod is,
in many respects, _infinitely_more ol~pressive upon the poor than upon the ~ich.
And that tho said Committee be rnstructed, moreover, to express the willingness of
the memorialists to acquiesce in such an interposition of the legislative power, as shall
be prospective in its operation, thereby avoiding uny sudden revulsion which might
operate with undue severity on the manufacturing interest, but leading to the desired
result, with the least possible injury to the interests which have grown up under the
existing system of protective duties.
Mr. Po1NoEXTER, of Mississippi, called up .a resolution offered by

him yesterday, and which had been laid on the table, relative to the
appointment of a Committee from this Convention, to attend the Convention to be held in New York on the 26th inst.; when the Convention proceeded to consider the same.
It was then moved that there be a recess ofthe Convention until half
past 4 o'clock; which was agreed to.

Half past four, P. M.
The PRESIDENT took the Chair, and announced the appointment, by
him, under the resolution of this day, ofthe following Committee on the
Memorial to Congress, viz :
ALBERT GALLATIN, of New York, Chairman.
CnARLES Q. CLAPP, of .l\'.laine.
H ENRY LEE, of Massachusetts.
WILLIAM HuNTER, of Rhode Island.
ROGER 1\fINOT SHERMAN, of Connecticut.
C. L. HARDENBERGH, of New J ersey.
CLEMENT C. B10DLE, ofPennsylvania.
GEORGE HoFFMAN, of Maryland.
THOMAS R. DEw, of Virginia.
JAMES IREDELL, of North Carolina.
W1LLIAJ1t HA.RPER, of South Carolina.
JoHN M. BERRIEN, ofGeorgia.
ENocn PARsor;s, ofAlabama.
W1LLIAM E. B uTLER, of Tennessee.
A motion was then made that this Convention do now adjourn;
which was not agreed to.
Mr. PoINDEXTEn.'s resolution, which was before the Convention thi•
morning, was again called up for consideration; when it was moved
and seconded that the same be indefinitely postponed. Upon the adoption ofthis resolution, the yeas and nays were called by Mr. Po1ND:£XTER, and were as follows:
YEAS:
MAINE . •• ••• • ••••• •••• •• • Joshua Carpenter,
Charles Q,. Clapp.
MASSACHUSETTS •• • ••• H enry Lee,
T. S. Pomeroy,

{

!

S. H. Mudge,
Gideon Tucker,

Geor1e Peabody,

j
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MASSACHUSETTS ......Isaac Newhnll,
William Godderd,
J . W . Rogers,
E benezer Breed,
H oary W illiams,
John Pickens .
Edward Cruft,
NEW YORK.............. Preserved F ish,
Georgo Grit wold,
John Leooard,
Benjamin L. Swan,
George T. 1'rimble,
Edwin Bergh,
Jonathan Goodhue,
Zebedee Ring,
Isaac Carow,
H . Kneeland,
James Heard.
John Cownable,
NEW JERSEY..... ....... H enry Clow,
Sohn Potter.
PENNS YLVANIA .........Joseph R. Evans,
Samuel F. Smith,
Clement C. Biddle,
John A. Brown,
Philip H . Nicklm,
J . l\f. llnrclay,
E. Littell,
Condy Raguel,
George Holfman,
MARYLAND . ........ .... WilJiam W . H1111dy,
J ohn J. D onaldson,
Arnold D. J ones,
VI RGINIA ......... ..... .. Henry E. \Vatkins,
J ames S . Ilrander,
Benjamin F. Dabney,
Richard Booker,
Samuel L . Venable,
R. O. Grayson,
Thomll!I R. Dew,
S. A. S10rrow,
,va1ker Hawes,
Charle!I\Coeke,
'l'homas Jlliller,
John W. J ones,
W iWam O. O,urtou,
William O. Goode,
George C. Dromgoole,
\ Villillm T O\VD88,
Randolph Harrison,
William Il. Roger~,
Richard Joues,
John H . Bernard,
Charles Yancey,
Linn llanks,
Robert H ort,
W illiam H . Ro1111e,
Ferdinnnd W . Risque-,
J ames Lyons,
:Mnlcolm Macfarland,
T homns T . Giles,
'l'homas W. Gilmer,
Archibald Dryce, Jr.
llurwell Bassett,
J ames Magruder,
H. R. Anderson,
Benjamin 11. Magruder,
Josiah Ellis,
William Daniel, Jr.
Charles Everett,
S. H . Davis,
Ale:mnder Gordon Knox, Littleton Upsbcr.
NORTH CAROLINA.. ....Joseph B. Skfoncr,
W 1llinrn R. H olt,
Lows D. Wilson,
S. T. Sawyer.
SOUTIJ CAROLINA . .... Zo.chariah P. Ilemdon,
J ohn Carter,
Longdon Cheves,
James G. Spann,
Jamea Cuthbert,
J oseph E . J enkina,
Thomas Pinckney,
Hugh W ilson,
T. D . Singleton,
J . H . Glover,
Willfam Duller,
T. Pinckney Alston,
Joseph W. Allston,
Edward R ichardson,
William C . Preslon,
Jlcnry N. Cruger,
Charles l\focbeth,
H enry Middleton,
H enry C. Young,
Daniel E. H oger,
A. P. Butler,
Hugh S. Leguro,
H. A. .Mi1ldleton,
J ohn Taylor,
'fbomas R..Mitchell,
Thomson T. Player,
Philip 'ridymuu,
J . Berkley Grim.ball,
Stephen D. llfiller,
J ames R oso,
\Villinm }>ope,
W illiam Smith,
John Fraser,
Thomas Williams, Jr.
Job .lohnslOn,
Thomas Flemming.
GEORGIA ............ .... Robert H nberabam,
Seaborn Jo11e1.
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ALABAMA., •••• , ... ......J ohn A. Elmore,
Benajah S. Bibb,
John W. !lfoore,

P. Wateni,
William J. llfoson.

127

NAYS:
l'tIASSACIIUSETTS •••• •• T heodore Sedgwick.
CON NECTI CUT .. .. . ... .. Roger l\Iinot Sherman,
NEW YORK•• , •• •• ••••••• J ohn A. Stevens,
Albert Gallatin,
J ames G. King,
NEW JE!tSEY.......... . . C. L. Hardonbcrgh,
J .C. Van Dyck,
!'tliles C. Smith,
P E NNSYLVANIA. .. . ... .. Richard Price,
H enry R. W atson,
VI RGI NI A .... . . ..... , .... P hilip P. Bnrbour,
James M. Garnett,
NORT H CA ROLINA ...... Josepb B. G. Roulhac,
Edward B. Dudley,
William A. Blount,
Joseph D. White,
SOUTH CAROLINA ... . .. William Wilkinson,
GEORGIA ......... . . .. . .. Eli S. Shorter,
ALABAMA........ ... ..... Enoch Parsens,
Howell Rose,
l\IlSSISSIFPI . ....... ..... George Poindexter.
T ENNESSEE......... . . .. William E. Duller,

Yeas 127 --Nays 37.

Charles H. R11SSCII,
Isaac Bronson.
John R. T homson,
It. F. Stockton.
Samuel Spackman,
Thomas P. Cope.
J ohn D ickinson.
David Oullaw,
Thomas S . H oskins,
Nalhaniel Bruer.
William H arper.
John 1\1. Berrien.
llenry Goldthwaite,
Archibald P . Baldwin.
Alexander r n11on.
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So the resolution was indefinitely postponed.
T he SECRETARY stated that there had been placed in his posscssson by
Mr. D uif Green, printer to Congress, a number ofcopies of the last Annual T reasury Report upon the Commerce and Navigation of the
United States, for distribution amongst the members ofthis Convention :
that the number now in his posse;;sion was equal to three for the Dele-gation ofeach State represented in the Convention, and would be delivered by him to any persons authorized to receive the same.
M:r. B ASSErr, ofVirginia, from the Committee appointed on the 5th
inst. to confer with the Pennsylvania Delegation, made a verbal report,
in substance as follows:
T hat the Committee had had a conference with the Pennsylvania
Delegation : that that Delegation, with a liberality not expected or desired by this Convention, had, in consideration of the fact that all the
other members of this body had incurred great personal expenses in the
discharge of their duties, from which those residing in P hiladelphia
were exempt, insisted upon it as due to the Pennsylvania Delegation,
to permit it to defray all the expenses incident to the sessions of the
Convention: and, furthermore, the Pennsylvania Delegation desired it
to be understood, that they would, at an early day, cause to be published, at their expense, the journal ofthis Convention, and transmit a copy
to each member. Mr. BASSETT concluded his report, by offering the
following resolutions:
R esolved, That this Convention express their sense of the polite and
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kind attention of the Pennsylvania Delegation, for the arrangements
me.de for their convenience and accommodation, and tender them their
.most sincere and cordial acknowledgments.
Resolved, That the Delegation from each State be requested to take
measures for the publication, within such State, of the proceedings of
this Convention.
Which resolutions were unanimously agreed to.
On motion of Mr. SHORTER, of Georgia, the letters of Mr. Ronaldson and Mr. Sarchet, and the proceedings of the meeting in Lauderdale County, Alabama, were referred to the Permanent Committee.
Mr. SEDGWICK, of Massachusetts, offered the following resolution:
R esolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the
PRESIDENT, for the ability, fidelity, and impartiality, with which he
has executed the duties imposed upon him by the Convention.
The PRESIDENT having called Mr. BASSETT to the Chair, retired
from his seat, and the question having been put by the Chairman, the
resolution was unanimously agreed to.
After the PRESIDENT had resumed the Chair,
Mr. BRoCKENBRouou, of Virginia, offered the following resolutions:
R esolved, That a unanimous vote of thanks be presented to the citizens of Philadelphia, for the kindness and hospitality with which they
have treated the members of this Convention.
Resolved, That a unanimous vote of thanks be presented to Mr.
CoNDY RAGUET, for the ability, zeal, and fidelity, with which he has
executed the duties ofSecretary; and that, for his exertions in the cause
of Free Trade, the members of this Convention consider themselves
pledged to recommend his paper, "THE BANNER OF THE CoNsTITU·
11
·r10N1 to the patronage of the citizens of their respective States.
Which resolutions were agreed to; and there being no further businees before the Convention, it was moved to adjourn.
'!'he PRESIDENT then rose and delivered an Address to the Convention, after which he declared that body to be adjourned, sine die.

(A true copy of the original.)
CONDY RAGUET, Secretary.
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ADDRESS
TO THE

PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.
A portion of your fellow-citizens, resident in different States of the
Union, who are numerous, respectable, and intelligent, who, like your~
selves, are attached to the principles of free government, and ardently
devoted to the great Constitutional Charter which consecrates and
upholds them-who ask only an equal participation in the benefits, and
are ready to bear an equal share ofthe burdens of the Government-who
are willing, moreover, to concede to others a perfect right to the full
enjoyment of whatever they ask for themselves-such a portion of
your fellow-citizens, whose condition, character, motives, and views,
are thus faithfully delineated, have deputed us to represent them, on
an occasion deeply interesting to their feelings as men, and vitally important to their interests as citizens of this great confederated Republic.
They have called upon us to unite our counsels for the redress of the
grievances nnder which they labor, and have enjoined it upon us, as
a duty, to omit no means for the accomplishment of this object, which
may consist with our ouligations as citizens, and with their own faithful and ardent devotion to the bond of our common Union. In the
performance of a duty like this, we cannot be insensible to the pro•
priety of a frank and respectful communication with our fellow-citizens
at large. We are members of the same great political family. Our
interests are common, and so also are our duties ; and it cannot be
that any portion of our brethren can desire to withhold from us our
just share ofthe benefits, or to subject us to an undue proportion of
the burdens:,vliich flow from the Go,·ernment under which we live.
We have equal confidence in their justice and intelligence, and assure
ourselves that it is only necessary to bring home to their understandings the conviction of the evils under which we suffer, to secure their
cordial co-operation in prompt and effectual measures for their removal.
We would commune with you, then, in the spirit of these feelings.
We must speak with frankness. It may be, that our language will
borrow strength from the conviction of our wrongs ; but we will not
forget the just respect which is due to those who differ from us in
opinion, and cannot be unmindful of the affection which we bear, and
which we earnestly desire to cherish, towards our brethren throughout
the Union.
The representatives of portions of our fellow-citizens, belonging to
fifteen different States of this Confederacy, have assembled in the city
of Philadelphia, to consider the grievances which they suffer under the
existing Tariff of duties, and to devise, if happily they may do so, some
constitutional and peaceful mode of redress. Speaking generally,
they have come together as strangers to each other, with all the variety
ofopinions, on most suQjects, which springs from different habits and
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pursuits, and is, perhaps, inevitably incident to the imperfection of
our common nature. On one engrossing question-that which constitutes the subject of this Address-looking as well to its principles as
its details, they have found a concurrence of opinion, which, as they
believe, entitles them to ask for that opinion, and, for the reasons on
which it is founded, the attentive and dispassionate consideration of
the American people.
Among the evi Is which flow from the Tariff system, as at present
established by law, the ardent and determined opposition to that system, which exists in rarious parts of the Union-the deep and settled
discontent which is felt, and has been manifested by a numerous, patriotic, and intelligent portion ofour fellow-citizens-cannot fail to awaken
the liveliest solicitude ofcvery lover of his country. Let it be remembered that this is no transient feeling, the offspring of momentary excitement-one which may be expected to pass away under the influence of a more calm and dispassionate reflection-No: The system of
which we complain, is not of recent origin, and the feeling of discontent, which was coeval with its institution, time and experience have
only sen,ed to strengthen and increase. Let those who sincerely desire
to perpetuate the political blessings which we enjoy, look to this consideration with the attention which it demands. This is emphatically a
government of opinion. The vigor of the laws is a moral force. The
bonds which unite us are the sense of our common interest-the conviction of our equal rights-the assurance ofour capacity to assert, and
the feeling that we actually enjoy them. Take from any considerable
portion of the American people the consciousness that they are in the
full possession of their rights as freemen-substitute for it the spirit of
discontent, which springs from the conviction of wrongs inflicted, not
inadvertently, but with deliberation, which are not temporary, but enduring-and you array against the Go\'ernment a force which is oflike
character with that which sustains it-you awaken a.feeling ofresentment, which is goaded into activity by a sense of opp;~sion, and embittered by the recollection that it is the hand of a brother which inflicts
it. Such is the feeling which pcrva<les a numerous and respectable portion of the American people. It cannot be defied, and may not be disregarded, without putting to hazard the safety of the Confederacy.
Do you doubt its existence, its nature, or degree 1 Look to the character of this assembly-to the circumstances under which it is convened. Give your attention to the history of the past, and be admonished of the novel and extraordinary spectacle which is presented to
your view. Do not close your eyes to the fact, that this assembly is altogether without parallel since the foundation of the Government-that
we arc freemen, and the representatives of freemen, who speak to you
of our violated rights-that we have come from different, and distant
parts of the Union, to join in demanding their restoration-that a consciousness of strength is the offspring of united counsels-and that our
purpose is not the less firm, because it is announced to you peacefully,
and in the spirit of conciliation.
A numerous and respectable portion of the American people, do not
merely complain that this system is unjust, but they question the right
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lo establish it. They do not doubt-they utterly deny-the constitu•
tional power of Congress ,to enact it. In justice to them, we invit.e
your candid attention to a brief consideration of their views on this
subject. The constitutional validity or invalidity of an Act of Con•
gress, does not necessarily depend upon the question, whether the Judicial Department ofthe Government would affirm the one or the other
of these propositions. It may be that an act will, in its operation and
effect, be subversive of the principles of the Constitution, and yet, on
its face, be superior to all just eitception on that ground. Literally,
and in terms, it may be in execution of an expressly granted powerin its operation and effect, it may not only t rauscend that power, but
may directly contravene it. Under the pretence of supplying a revenue, Congress may raise money beyond the purposes to which it can
be legitimately applied, or may increase the duties to an amount
which will be prohibitory of importation, and, consequently, destructive
of all revenue to be derived from that source. Still, s uch an act
would purport to be in the execution of the power to lay and collect
taxes; and Courts of Justice, judging of it by its terms, and by what
is apparent on its face, would not affirm its invalidity. llut the Constitution is equally obligatory on every department of the Government--on the legislator who enacts, as well as on the judge who interprets a law. If the former shall so veil his unlawful purpose ns to
defend it from the scrutiny of the latter, is it less a violation of /tis c.o nstitutional obligations 1 lf it be such a \'iolation, can it be constitutionally valid 7
If, instead of the absence of any express grant of power to protect
manufactures, the Constitution had contained an express clause of inhibition, an Act of Congress imposing duties beyond the purposes of
re\•enue, and thereby operating as a bounty to the manufacture r,
would, they ins ist, be admitted to be in violation of the Constitution,
and yet the repugnance would not be manifest upon its face, and
would, therefore, elude the judicial power.
A numerous and intelligent portion of the American people believe
that this view is applicable to the 'rariff of 1828. They admit the
power of Congress to lay and collect such duties as they may deem
necessary for the purposes of revenue, and, within these limits, so to
arrange those duties as incidentally, and to that extent, to give protect ion to the manufacturer. They deny the rig ht to convert what they
denominate the incidental, into the principal power, and, transcending
the tlimits of revenue, to impose an additional duty, substantively and
exclusively for the purpose of affording that protection. They admit
t hat Congress may countervail the regulations of a foreign Power, which
may be hostile to our commerce, but they deny their authority permanently to prohibit all importation, for the purpose of securing the home
market exclusively to the domestic manufacturer, thereby destroying
t he commerce they were entrusted to regulate, and fostering an interest
with which they have no constitutional power to interfere. That portion ofour fellow-citizens of whom we speak, do not, therefore, hesitate
to affirm, that if the right to enact the T ariff Law of 182 , be referred
to the authority to lay and collect duties, &c., it is a palpable abuse of
5
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the taxing power, wltich was conferred for the purpose of revenue : ;(
to the authority to regulate commerce, it is as obvious a perversion of
that power, s ince it may be extended to an utter annihilation of the objects which it was intended to protect. Waving, however, this discussion, we concur in the opinion, that if the aggrieved party is deprived of
the protection which the Judicial Department might 6therwise afford, it
would strengthen his appeal to the American people, to unite with him
in correcting the evil, by peaceable and constitutional means.
But there is a view ofthis subject, which may claim the concurrence
of all those who are prepared to admit that the Tariff is unequal in its
operation, oppressive, and unjust. The Constitution of the United
States had its origin in a spirit ofcompromise. Its object is the security
of those rights which are committed to its protection-its principle, that
of an equal participation in the benefits and in the burdens of the Government. A system of taxation, whieh is unequal in its operation,
which oppresses the many for the benefit of the few, is,therefore, unjust,
not merely with reference to the great and immutable principles of
right, which are applicable to human conduct, but is, moreover, in direct collision with that constitutional equality ofright, which this instrument was thus confessedly intended to secure. A distinguished jurist,
of Massachusetts, one who is advantageously known as such to the
people ofthe Union, has said, of the system of which we complain, that
it is calculated " to destroy many of the great objects for which the
Constitution of the United States was originally framed and adopted."
·W ho will affirm that such a system can consist with the spirit of the
Constitl.\tion 7 Its enactments may be so veiled as to.elude the judicial
power, and may, therefore, be obligatory upon the other departments of
the Government: But, as between constituent and agent, between the
people and their rulers, the charter will, in such case, have been violated, and it will belong to them to correct the evil. Why should we fear
to enunciate this principle ? Is it because of the danger of those interests which have grown up under the systeJn7 A just consideration of
the subject will lead to a directly opposite result. If it be conceded
that the system is oppressive, unequal, and unjust, can those who profit
by it deceive themselves with tl1e expectation of its permanency 7 Is it
prudent to close the ir eyes to the consequences to which1 sooner or later,
this conviction must inevitably lead7 Distinguished as this system is,
by every characteristic which may define a tyranny the most odious,
why should we, who are its victims, not stand upon our chartered
rights 7
As men and brethren, we appeal to you, then, to unite your efforts
with ours, in the correction of this abuse. A system, which is unequal
in its operation, and, therefore unjust-which is oppressive, because it
burdens the many for the benefit of the few-grossly, fatally unwise and
impolitic, since it is subversive ofthe harmony of the Union- which is
in violation of the principles offree government, and utterly at variance
with the spirit of justice and mutual concession, in which the Constitution was conceived and adopted-such a system, if persevered in,
must alienate our affections from each other, engender discontents and
animosities, anu IeaJ, inevitably, and with a force which nf-> human
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power can resist, to the most awful of all calamities.. We intreat those
who differ from us seriously to ponder this view of the subject. We
jntrcat them not td misunderstand us. We cannot be deterred from the
discharge of our duties to ourselves, and our common country, by the
menace ofconsequences, and we are equa11y incapable of using its language to others. It is as men and brothers, in the spirit of an affection
which is still warm and undiminished, that we would call their attention
to those inevitable results, which neither they nor we will have the
power to avert.
Examine the subject for a moment, in its connection with the principles of an enlightened political economy, and see if the considerations
which are urged to sustain this system, are not fallacious and delusive.
The view must be necessarily brief-consisting ofhints and suggestions
rather than of an extended argument, or of minute detail-but our object will be attained, ifthese may serve to awaken a spirit of dispassionate inquiry.
We are the advocates of Free Trade. The argument which sustains
it rests upon a proposition which may not be denied. It is the unquestion1ble right of every individual to apply his labor and capital in the
mode which he may conceive best calculated to promote his own interest. It is the interest of the public that he should so apply it. He understands better than it can be understood by the Government, what
will conduce to his own benefit; and, since the majority of individuals
will, if properly protected, be disposed to follow their interests, such an
application of their industry and capital must produce, in the result, the
greatest amount ofpublic good. Let it be remembered that the question relates exclusively to the application of capital. It cannot be generated by an act oflegislation. The power of the Government is limited
to its transfer from one employment to another. It takes from some less
favored interest, what it bestows on the one which it professes to protect. I t is equally untrue that such a system gives greater employment to labor. Its operation is confined to the simple change of its ap•
plication. Laws which protect by bounty any peculiar species of labor,
cannot be said to encourage American industry-that is, directed to var ious objects. These laws favor only a single. class; and, since the
bounty is not supplied by the Government, but taken from the pocket of
the individual, the protection which is given to one species of labor, is
so given at the expense of every other. That course of legislation which
leaves American capital and labor to the unfettered discretion of those
who possess the one and apply the other, can alone be denominated the
" American System."
The interference of Go1•ernment with the right of the individual to
apply his labor and capital in such mode as lie may think most conducive to his own interest, thus necessarily operates to diminish the
aggregate amount of production: In other words, the amount of the
necessaries and conveniences of life, which are enjoyed by the community, is necessarily diminished. If all nations, then, were willing
to adopt the system ot Free Trade, for which we contend, which is
accordant to the spirit of Christianity, and calculated to unite nations
in harmony and peace, it caDQot be doubted that the interest of each
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would be promoted. The only question which can be raised on thi/$
part of the subje?t, is, whethe~ the a~option of a restrictive policy, by
one or more nations, makes 1t the mterest of others to reciprocate
those restrictions. The answer. seems to be sufficiently obvious and
satisfactory. The proposition which asserts the superior advantages
of a Free Trade among all nations, rests upon the following principle:
The universal freedom of action which it allows, tends most thoroughly to devclope the moral and physical energies of each nation, and to
apply them to those objects to which they are best adapted. The proposition must be equally true in relation to each nation, whatever may
be the policy adopted by others. The nation which resorts to a restrictive policy, legislates to her own disadvantage, by interferring with the
natural and most profitable employment of capital. To the extent to
which she thus excludes another nation from an accustomed, or from
a desirable market, she occasions, it is true, in that nation, also, a
displacement of capital from its natural channels. But can the remedy
consist in a retaliatory system of legislation 7 in a system of further
restrictions imposed by the latter nation 7 If it be true, that a restictive system is injurious to the nation imposing it, does it cease to be so,
in regard to the latter nation, because of the wrong done by the former,
and because it is also injurious to such nation 7 When we apply these
views to the Corn Laws of Great Britain, considered with reference to
their effect upon us, is it not, then, obvious, that a system ofpretended
retaliation, which enfetters the productive energies of our own people,
whatever may be its effect upon that nation, must necessarily increase
the evils we ourselves are destined to sustain 7
It is strongly urged, as a motive to the continuance of the existing
Tariff, that its operation has been to effect a reduction of prices.
These have, in fact, fallen since 1816, and our opponents contend
that this has been the result of domestic competition. A moment's
reflection will demonstrate the fallacy of this assertion. We present
a single fact in the outset. The diminution of price has been general
- as well in relation to articles which are not protected by the existing
Tariff of duties-as to those which are. It cannot, therefore, have
arisen from this cause. Let us remember now, that this diminution of
price has occurred every where-abroad as well as at home-and not
oqly in an equal, but, as a necessary consequence of the Tariff, in a
greater degree there than here. Among the causes which have produced this result, two prominent ones are presented to your consideration-the diminished amount of the cil'Culating medium of the world,
and the astonishing improvements which have been introduced in the
modes of production. The cost of production is less-the comparative value of money has become greater. Can we wonder at the result7
Take the case of cotton goods-these have fallen in price here since
the enactment of the Tariff. But the same thing is true, not o_nly in
au equal, but m a greater degree, abroad-and the reason is obvious.
The causes which have produced this result-those which have been before stated, have elsewhere been left to exert their full influence in effecting the reduction of price. Here their operation has been restrained by
the conflicting influence of the Tariff. The reduction, therefore, with us,
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has necessarily stopped at a point, which is ascertained· by adding fhe
am~unt of duty to the price of the imported article. Thus the diminution of price here has not been produced by the Tariff, but in
?espite of it-and has been retarded by it. But for this law, the
imported, which would take the place of the domestic article in the
consumption of the country, would be obtained at a price greatly
below that ·which we actually pay, and the difference, amounting
yearly to many·millions of dollars, would be saved to the community.
I t cannot be doubted that the prices of all commodities, the domestic
production of which is forcetl by tlie imposition of a duty on a
foreign article of a similar description, are raised by the amount of
duty necessary to effect the exclusion of the foreign article, or that
this increase of price is paid by the consumer, and that the loss to the
nation, which is occasioned by this system of protection, is nearly
equal to such difference of price.
The success which has attended the manufacture of cottons, is used
to illustrate and enforce another suggestion in favor of the Tariff. It
is said that, by means of the protection afforded by Government, manufacturers are enabled to overcome the difficulties incident to new
enterprizes, and that this protection is ultimately repaid to the community in the reduced price at which the article is furnished . We
have already shown that this reduction in price, in the case referred
to, has not resulted from the Protective System. Let us look, however,
at this suggestion, apart from that consideration. If it be conceded,
for the purpose of the argument, and only for that purpose, that a
manufacture might be established by a temporary encouragement from
Government, which would not otherwise, at least at that time, come
into succcessful operation, and that the community might ultimately
be rep~id in the manner which is supposed, the following considerations
seem decisively to repel the force of that suggestion: The idea of
permanent protection is e)(cluded by the nature of the proposition .
'!'hat which is proposed, is temporary merely, and the question whether
it is to be ultimately repaid to the community, is, of course, made to
depend on the successful operation of the protected establishment. I t
is Congress who are to determine in advance, upon the propriety of
putting at hazard the iaterests of the community, by the forced establishment of the proposed manufacture. The question to be determined, depends upon the calculation of probabilities, to the correct estimate of which, much information is obviou5ly indispensable. Constituted as that body is, it is difficult to conceive of one less fitted for such
reference. On the other hand, there is always enough of individual
enterprize, intelligence, and capital, to test any. experiment which
gives a fair promise of ultimate remuneration, notwithstanding it may
be subject to temporary loss. Left to individual enterprize, the question would be decided by those who have every motive, and every
means, to come to a just conclusion-while the proposed suggestion
would throw upon Congress those visionary projectors, who, having
foiled tG obtain the support of discreet and intelligent capitalists, would
play the sure game of securing profit, if, by the rarest accident, profit
should arise, and of throwing the loss upon the community, if loss
should ensue.
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It i~ said that a dependence upon ot~e_r nati~ns, for ~hose manufac..
tures which are essential to our wants, 1s rncons1stent with our charac•
ter as a nation; and, in this view, that the T ariff is essential to Nation•
al Independence. To us the term seems to be strangely misapplied.
It is agreed, that a system of Free Trade among all the nations of the
world, by securing the application of the highest energies of each, to
those objects which it was best qualified to produce, would enlarge the
amount of production, and increase the sum of human comfort. But
such a state of things would, according to the argument which is
urged, be a state of universal dependence, and precisely the same
consequence would follow, in relation to the commercial intercourse of
any given nation with the other nations of the world, to the extent of
that intercourse, whether a system of Free Trade or of partial restrictions should prevail. That intercourse consists in the mutual interchange of commodities, and it is impossible to conceive tho idea of a
dependence on the one side, without recognizing the fact of a corresponding dependence on the other. But such a state of mutual dependence, is a source of gratulation rather than of regret, since it gives
to each nation an increased facility for tho de,·elopmont of its highest
energies, enlarges tho sum of its oujoymonts, and affords the surest
guarantee for the 'peace and harmony of tho world.
If the suggestion be urged, in its application to the necessities of the
country during a state of war, an equally satisfactory answer may be
given. It is unquestionably tho duty of every government to be prepared for those conflicts with other nations, which it is not always possible to avoid: but this is most effectually done by the unrestricted exertion of its peaceful energies. In a Government constituted as ours is,
and separated as it is by the Atlantic from the nations ofthe old world,
it is reasonable to })resume that such conflicts will be rare. The intervals ofpeace will probably be of much the longest duration, and our
system of permanent policy should, therefbre, be regulated chiefly with
a view to this state ofour nationa.l existence. But the decisive answer
to this suggestion is, that money constitues tho sinews ofwar, and that
its exigencies arc best provided for, by enriching the nation in time of
peace. A system of Free. Trade will mainly conduce to this object.
The resources which it will furnish, will secure tlie senices ofthe neutral trader, and these, with our own internal manufactures, which arc
already independent of legislative protection, will amply supply our
wants in such an emergency.
It is one, and not the least of the evils ofthe system which we deprecate, that it has a tendency to demoralize our citizens, to habituate
them to evasions of the laws, and to encourage the odious and detestable
practice ofsmuggling. It is the em~ct of the protecting duty, to raise
the price of commodities considerably above that at which they could
be imported at a moderate revenue duty. Unless this is so, it fails to
accomplish its destined object, and is entirely useless. The inevitable
consequence is, the temptation to clandestine importation ; and the facilities which are afforded by our widely extended inland and ocean
frontier, give impunity to the smuggler.
On the several interests of agriculture, navigation, commerce, the
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inecha~ic arts, _and even on manufactures themselves, this system ope•
r~tes with an injurious influence. Speaking with reference to that por•
tion of agriculture which is employed in the production of articles
,~hich must be exported to a foreign market, it is obvious that any con•
1n<lerable diminution of commercial capital, by its transfer to other em•
. ployments, must have a tendency to diminish their price. It is in the
Southern portion of the Union that this will be most extensively felt.
The domestic market will consume a portion of its great staple, which
is comparatively small, and the immense residue will seek in vain for a
foreign market, if the manufactures ofother nations are, in effect, and
permanently, excluded from our ports. This state of things may not at
once occur. The necessity ofhaving a supply of the raw material for
the employment of her manufactories, may induce our great customer
to submit, for a time, to a system of purchase instead ofexchange; but
she will be urged, by the strongest considerations, to seek that supply
from those who will receive her manufactures in return. If this system
be rendered permanent, and pushed to the prohibitory extent to which
it seems inevitably to tend, the fate of the cotton-planter is, therefore,
irrevocably sealed. Nor is he alone affected by this system of protection. The farmer of the :Middle States will feel its influence in the increase of the price of labor, as well as of every article which he buys ;
and if those in the manufacturing districts should find an improved market for the produce of their farms, the consideration just stated will operate to diminish their profits- and the benefits which they enjoy, from
the increased investment of capital in their vicinity, will be purchased at
the expense ofthose interests from which that capital has been transferred.
When we direct our attention to the influence of the Protecting System on the navigation of the country, we might give the subject a peculiar interest, by dwelling on the fact, that a ship is the proudest and
most successful of our manufactures. From an early period ofour history, down to the present hour, we have been conspicuous for our skill
in ship-building. Adverting to it as an art, we have, by the elegance
of our models, and the minuteness of our finish, raised it from a mechanical, to one of the fine arts. We have applied the principles ofa correct
taste to naval architecture, and have, therefore, produced the same
masterly result in this, as the application of the same principles had
produced in the other arts. We might, then, with perfect fairness and
propriety, press the inconsistency of that policy which seeks the prosperity of manufactures, by loading with burdens that branch of them which
has flourished with but little aid, and is necessarily subject to exclusion,
from the jealousy of foreign nations. We might connect this topic with
our Navy, and our naval glory, and thus enlist in our behalf the sensibilities of patriotism. But we waive these advantages, and, withoutentering into details, content ourselves with adverting to the positive discouragements to ship-building, occasioned by the Tariff of 1828. By
that T ariff, iron, hemp, duck, and cordage, are subjected to duties
which would be, in effect, prohibitory, if these articles were not of the
first necessity, and their importation -indispensable. The quantity of
these articles which enter into the construction of a ship, with the la-
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bor ht.stowed on them, constitute one-half of its value, and the dutie11

upon them, impose upon a new ship of five hundred tons, a dry, direct
tax, little short of two thousand dollars, which is paid in advance, We
say, a dry, direct tax, for it is not, as in cases of consumable articles,
repaid by the consumer. Neither is it repaid by the freighter, for the
rateoffreight dependson foreig n competition, and the foreign ship, cheap,
because unburdened, settles the price.
T he effects of the Protective System upon commerce in general, c an
only be satisfactorily illustrated by details. It is an important task,
and will be faithfully performed by those to whom it is confided. T he
diminution of imports-a total want or par tial scarcity of some articles
- an increase of price to the consumer-a depression ofthe mercantile
spirit, which, under different circumstances, would be animated to new
enterprizes, and the consequent check to our attainment to t hat height
of prosperity to which the freedom of our institutions guides us-these
are results which cannot be denied. That actual misery is not felt in a
young and free country, where almost every citizen is, or easily can be,
a proprietor, is not an argument to doter us from the removal of those
obstructions to that assured and unexampled ease and comfort ofcondition, to which the American citizen aspires, and is entitled. If to the
easy acquisition ofgooci, cheap land, he can likewise add, not only the
necessaries, but also the blameless luxuries oflife, why should he be
churlishly prevented by a sordid and monopolizing system, which finds
enjoyment in restriction, and profusion in prohibition 7
Every class of manufactures, which is not the object of the bounty of
t his system, as well as the mecho.nic arts generally, are injuriously affected by its operation-nay, even those manufacturers who experience
t his protection, arc themselves interested in the removal of these restrictions-the enormity ofthe profits, in many instances, combined with the
uncertainty of tho continuance of the system, give to this employment
the character of a gambJing speculation, rather than that of a regular
pursuit of industry. The high rate of profits would occasion a rush of
capital from other pursuits, and competition would speedily reduce them
to the general level, if the precarious tenure by which they are held,
did not restrain the mornment-such ofthem as are adapted to the circumsto.nces of the country, and conducted with the requisite skiJI and
industry-would continue to flourish, although legislative protection
were withdrawn. They would still give a fair return for tbe capital and
labor which they employ. The rate of profits would, indeed, be less,
but they would be certain, or liable only to those changes which are
common to the whole productive industry of the country. It is with
t his view of the subject, that tho best informed a nd most intelligent
among the manufacturers themselves, cannot Nsist the conviction that
the abandonment of the Protecting System, and a return to moderate
duties, would be best calculated to promote the steady growth, and the
safe and permanent establishment of American manufactures.
There is a remaining suggestion which we desire to present to your
consideration-the National Debt-which has annually absorbed from
ten to twelve millions ofrevenue, is rapidly diminishing, and will speedily be extinguished. Ou the first da.v of January, )833, the available
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funds of the Government will be adequate to its discharge. The existing Tariff of duties will produce thereafter an immense annual revenue, l;>eyond the ordinary wants ofthe Government, and the task of
providing a system ofmeasures, which shall be adapted to this new and
interesting condition of the fiscal concerns of the nation, will then devolve upon the next Congress. How propitious the moment for the establishment of the principles ofFree 'l'rade ! An enterprizing and intelligent people, possessing, in abundance, the sources ofnational wealth,
and perfectly unincumbered by debt, may add to their claims upon the
gratitude ofthe world, for having successfully asserted the principles of
free government, by being the first also to proclaim the principles ofa
free and unrestricted commerce-that genuine " American System,"
which will remove from our borders every vestige ofdiscontent,will give
new value to the freedom which was wrested from the grasp ofoppression
by the valor of our ancestors, and perpetuate those institutions which
are destined, by the blessing ofGod, to secure the happiness ofunborn
millions.
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